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In general, how do Bulgar-
ians feel about foreigners
living and working in Bul-
garia?

On the whole they have a very
positive attitude towards for-
eigners; Bulgarians appreciate
that they invest a lot of money
in the country and realise the
positive effects this has. They
also accept foreigners well as
business partners, considering
them to be much more experi-
enced than Bulgarian Business-
men are.

Is English widely spoken?

The English language is spoken
mainly by young Bulgarians,
whilst people in their 40s or 50s
will probably understand what
you are saying but be unable
to reply (if you need to ask di-
rections in the street you'd do
better to ask a teenager then
an old lady). Shop assistants in
seaside resorts generally speak
good English as it is an essen-
tial requirement for this kind of
work; however, spoken English
is not at all common amongst
bureaucracy staff, train or bus
cashiers and policemen.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is the Bulgarian language
difficult to learn?

Foreigners usually find both
written and spoken Bulgarian

/s

very difficult to learn. The gram-
mar is quite complicated as
there are declensions and com-
binations of consonants which
are not easy to understand or
pronounce.

What is the best way to be-
come part of the commu-
nity in the Bulgarian village
where we live (or are about
to live)?

Give your neighbour a job! For
example, you need someone to
take care of your garden, keep
an eye on the house while you

The Bulgarian Alphabet

The first Bulgarian alphabet was called
the Glagolitsa. It was created by Cyril
and Methodius, two brothers who
were Bulgarian monks. After 885 their
followers brought it into the country. It
was the alphabet that made it possi-
ble for Bulgaria to get rid of the Greek
spiritual dependence.

Aa a (as in cat)

B 6 b (as in bus)
BB v (as in very)
rr g (as in good)
an d (as in dog)
Ee e (as in egg)
Kok zh (like's leisure)
33 z (as in zoo)
Un i (as in instant)
i y (as in young)
Kk k (as in kick)

nn | (as in love)
MM m (as in marry)
HH n (as in no)
Oo o (as in hot)
nn p (as in pot)
Pp r (as in red)
Cc s (as in sit)
TT t (as in tree)
Yy y (as in yule)
[0 X)) f (as in foot)
X x x (like “ch” in Bach)
Uu ts (as in puts)
Yy ch (as in check)
L w sh (as in shut)
L1} wy sht (like “shed”
in pushed)
bbb u (as in but)
b (consonant
softening sound)
O 0 yu (as in you)
Aa ya (as in yank)

are away, supply you with fresh
eggs and home grown vegeta-
bles or chop you some wood. A
helpful neighbour will definitely
do all this, and much more, for

a small sum of money (5 to 10
levs, being 2 to 5 euros), and s/
he will look after your property
as if it were their own. Word will
soon spread, and before you
know it you will be accepted by
the whole village.

Should I take a gift when
invited into a Bulgarian
home?

Bulgarians are famous for their
hospitality and frequently enjoy
having guests round, often for
no particular reason. If you are
invited to a Bulgarian home and
you are sure that it is just for
a meal, not a special holiday or
celebration, you do not have to
bring a gift. But if you would
like to be polite, some flowers
for the hostess and sweets for
the children would be quite ac-
ceptable.

Is the tap water safe to
drink?

It is not considered unsafe to
drink water from the tap - you
will probably find it tastes a bit
weird but that does not mean it
will cause you any harm. If you
have medical problems, how-
ever, or at least whilst you are
getting used to the taste of it, it
may be better to drink mineral
water instead.

Water along the Black Sea coast
is really soft and not particularly
good at rinsing out soap.

Bulgarian Useful
Words and Phrases

- Good morning!

- Good afternoon!

- Good evening!

- Good night!

- Have a nice day!

- Hello! (Answering the phone)
- Speaking!

- I am looking for.......

- Mister

- Missis

- Miss

- When do you arrive in Varna?
- Where is “4 Malinov Street”?

- Go right / Go left

- Black Sea Hotel

- Can you help me, please!

- It was nice meeting you!

- See you tomorrow!

- Dobro Ytro!

- Dobar den!

- Dabar vecher!

- Leka nosht! / Leka vecher!
- Priaten den!

- Alo!

- Na telephona!

- Tarsia.............

- Gospodin

- Gospodza

- Gospodzitsa

- Koga pristigash v Varna?
- Kade e ulitsa “Malinov 4"?
- Na dyasno / Na lyavo

- Hotel Cherno More

- Pomognete mi, molya!

- Beshe mi priatno!

- Do ytre!
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